4/11/70 


Mary, Paul, Sary only and in strictest confidence. 

Attached is a letter I hare written Bud for hand delivery to James 
Sari Ray. A brief account of how this has cone to pass follows. If it seems 
impossible that I have arranged for Bud to be of Roy’s counsel, then among the 
reasons for my insistence on strict silence about this is the fact x plan other 
impossibilities and think they also can become possible. 

* When I considered the time was propitious and having olready figured out 

how best to do it, I was able to arrange for Jerry Ray to gat in touch with me. 

This I did through media people I had reason to believe he trusted (there is a para¬ 
noid of sorts in both of them) and who I knew respected me because they always 
auditioned my appearances in Ghacogo but always feared having me on their own TV 
shows. I then had a friend in Chicago who acted as my emissary. 

Gary has known some of this and when h a l was here I told him to tell 

Paul. 

There ensued an extensive correspondence between Jerry and me and there 
were lengthy and expensive (reversed) phone cells from him. 

First I was able to arrange for Bud to represent Jerry, in the event 
he faced emergency legal needs. Theme, through Jerry when he waa again able to 
see ^8mes, I arranged for Bmj to join Jeme Earl’s defense staff. The conditions 
with Bud, that I would always accompany him, hsve not been met. Perhaps unfairly, 

^ have the notion he is not 8nxious for this to happen. 

However, I also have Bud’s assent for the other things I hope to 

accomplish. 


Through Jerry I was able to learn how best Bud should conduct himself 
with James Earl, and it was consistent with my own estimate. Bud did this and it 
led to the existing relationship. Bud says he agrees with my estimate, that this 
must be taken slowly and carefully end will require much time, which we have to 
hope Y/e have. 

Bud has gotten a letter from Jaesm Earl saying he thinks there is much 
in COUP II that can help him in the coming habeas corpus hearing. My letter is in 
amplification of what I told Bud to tell him, to which Bud yesterday agreed. This 
begins with Bud’s being a participant in this hearing, for I am completely without 
confidence in Ray’s lawyers despite B ud’s earlier assurance he thinks Ryan is a 
competent criminal lawyer. Besides, the competent practise of lew is not restricted 
to Blackstone or Wigmore. I have my own ideas and concp$ts and 1 submit to this 
point I have been right. I think I have already established the basis for reversal 
of the denial and, in fact, for the reversal of every decision to date. It could, if 
carried forv/ard with by extreme competence and extreme good luck, be like nothing in 
legal history. But, I do believe that we should be able to get to the poifct where 
there is a real trial and at that point, at the very least, I do expect we can 
establish there was a conspiracy in which Bay was not the shooter. We kight do more 
and dfo have candidates. Another reason for strictest secrecy. 

^•hls is necessarily brief, but it gives you the basic understanding of 
what ^ have been able to do, how I have done it, and I deliberately avoid saying 
what I still plan, for reasons that are obvious and because there is not the most 
complete internal coooperation yet. Perhaps you will agree that if this is not what 
a year end a half ago you would have considered impossible, it is as improbable and 
as improbable an alliance as there can be. So, we hdpe and we plug away. B es -fc f 


